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Art Unit: 3616 

DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the election filed February 9, 2006. 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The use of the term "cell" is objected to see Item 3 of office action. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter 
which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 8, 13, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

In regards to claims 8, 13, 19, and 20, Applicant's use of the term "cell" is unclear. A cell is 
defined as an "enclosed cavity". Applicant shows in Figures 2-4 what appears to be a "cell"; however as 
seen in Figure 1, what Applicant refers to, as a cell, is a section view of a passage. 

In regards to claim 20, Applicant appears to switch terminology and thus makes it unclear to the 
examiner which chamber is the primary chamber. Examiner suggests utilizing the terminology in the 
previous claims for identifying the chambers. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. - The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in publicise or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-7, 9, 14, 15, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Staub et al., US Patent 6,059,312. 

In regards to claims 1-7, 9, 14, 15, 17, and 18, Staub et al. shows all of the claimed elements 
including a head-protecting airbag comprising: 

a primary chamber (20); a secondary chamber (18); 

wherein the primary chamber (20) is separated from the secondary chamber (18) by an air- 
permeable panel (6); 

wherein the head-protecting airbag is configured to be inflatable over an in-vehicle lateral surface; 
wherein the primary chamber (20) is configured to be inflated by gas discharged from a gas 
generator (12); 

wherein the secondary chamber (18) is configured to be inflated by gas transferred from the 
primary chamber (20); 

wherein the secondary chamber (20) is configured to be inflated by gas passing through the air- 
permeable panel (6); 

further comprising: 

a first panel (4); a second panel (2); 

wherein the air-permeable panel (6) is disposed between the first panel (4) and the second panel 

(2); 

wherein the primary chamber (20) is defined by the first panel (4) and the air-permeable panel 

(6); 

wherein the secondary chamber (18) is defined by the second panel (2) and the air-permeable 
panel (6); 

further comprising a first panel (4) adjacent to a vehicle body and a second panel (2) adjacent to 
a vehicle cabin; 
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wherein the air permeable panel (6) is connected to the first panel (4) and the second panel (2) to 
thereby form the primary chamber (20) and the secondary chamber (18) (See Figure 1). 

In regards to claim 17, Staub et al. shows all of the claimed elements including a head-protecting 
airbag device comprising: 

an airbag, wherein the airbag includes a primary chamber (20), a secondary chamber (18), and 
an air-permeable panel (6) separating the primary chamber (20) and the secondary chamber (18); and, 

a gas generating apparatus (12) configured to generate gas to inflate the airbag. 

In regards to claim 18, Staub et al. shows all of the claimed elements including an airbag for a 
vehicle comprising: 

a cabin side panel (2); 

a body side panel (4); and 

an air permeable panel (6) positioned between the cabin side panel (2) and the body side panel 
(4) to thereby form a primary chamber (20) bounded by the body side panel (4) and the air permeable 
panel (6) and a secondary chamber (18) bounded by the cabin side panel (2) and the air permeable panel 

(6). 

6. Claims 1-5 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lachat et al., US 
Patent 5,791,685. 

In regards to claims 1-5 and 17, Lachat et al. shows all of the claimed elements including a head- 
protecting airbag (22) comprising: 

a primary chamber (54); a secondary chamber (52); 

wherein the primary chamber (54) is separated from the secondary chamber (52) by an air- 
permeable panel (56a); 

wherein the head-protecting airbag (22) is configured to be inflatable over an in-vehicle lateral 
surface (Abstract); 
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wherein the primary chamber (54) is configured to be inflated by gas discharged from a gas 
generator (100); 

wherein the secondary chamber (52) is configured to be inflated by gas transferred from the 
primary chamber (54); 

wherein the secondary chamber (52) is configured to be inflated by gas passing through the air- 
permeable panel (56a); 

In regards to claim 17, Lachat et al. shows all of the claimed elements including a head-protecting 
airbag (22) device comprising: 

an airbag (22), wherein the airbag (22) includes a primary chamber (54), a secondary chamber 
(52), and an air-permeable panel (56a) separating the primary chamber (54) and the secondary chamber 
(52); and, 

a gas generating apparatus (10) configured to generate gas to inflate the airbag (22). 

7. Claims 1-6, 14, 15, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wipasuramonton et al., US Patent 6,279,944 B1. 

In regards to claims 1-6, 14, 15, and 17, Wipasuramonton et al. shows all of the claimed elements 
including a head-protecting airbag comprising: 

a primary chamber (50a); a secondary chamber (50b); 

wherein the primary chamber (50a) is separated from the secondary chamber (50b) by an air- 
permeable panel (120); 

wherein the head-protecting airbag is configured to be inflatable over an in-vehicle lateral surface 
(See Figure 11); 

wherein the primary chamber (50a) is configured to be inflated by gas discharged from a gas 
generator (26); 

wherein the secondary chamber (50b) is configured to be inflated by gas transferred from the 
primary chamber (50a); 
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wherein the secondary chamber (50b) is configured to be inflated by gas passing through the air- 
permeable panel (120); 

further comprising: 

a first panel (52a); a second panel (52b); 

wherein the air-permeable panel (120) is disposed between the first panel (52a) and the second 
panel (52b); 

further comprising a first panel (52a) adjacent to a vehicle body and a second panel (52b) 
adjacent to a vehicle cabin; 

wherein the air permeable panel (120) is connected to the first panel (52a) and the second panel 
(52b) to thereby form the primary chamber (50a) and the secondary chamber (50b) (See Figure 4). 

In regards to claim 17, Wipasuramonton et al. shows all of the claimed elements including a 
head-protecting airbag device comprising: 

an airbag, wherein the airbag includes a primary chamber (50a), a secondary chamber (50b), and 
an air-permeable panel (120) separating the primary chamber (50a) and the secondary chamber (50b); 
and, 

a gas generating apparatus (26) configured to generate gas to inflate the airbag. 

Examiner notes that Wipasuramonton et al. teaches all of the claimed elements as detailed above 
and discloses a highly air-permeable fabric (Figure 10; Column 5, lines 29-38). 

8. Claims 1-9, 13-15, and 17-19, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Abe et al., US Publication 2004/0145162 A1. 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon the 
earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any 
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invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and 
is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

In regards to claims 1-9 and 13-15, as best understood, Abe et al. shows all of the claimed 
elements including a head-protecting airbag (10B) comprising: 

a primary chamber (4,6); a secondary chamber (5); 

wherein the primary chamber (4,6) is separated from the secondary chamber (5) by an air- 
permeable panel (54); 

wherein the head-protecting airbag (10B) is configured to be inflatable over an in-vehicle lateral 

surface; 

wherein the primary chamber (4,6) is configured to be inflated by gas discharged from a gas 
generator (60); 

wherein the secondary chamber (5) is configured to be inflated by gas transferred from the 
primary chamber (4,6); 

wherein the secondary chamber (5) is configured to be inflated by gas passing through the air- 
permeable panel (54); 

further comprising: 

a first panel (14); a second panel (12); 

wherein the air-permeable panel (54) is disposed between the first panel (14) and the second 
panel (12); 

wherein the primary chamber (4,6) is defined by the first panel (14) and the air-permeable panel 

(54); 

wherein the primary chamber (4,6) includes a pair of cells (4 and 6) formed by a connection 
between the air permeable panel (54) and the first panel (14) (See Figure 5); 

wherein the secondary chamber (5) is defined by the second panel (12) and the air-permeable 
panel (54); 
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wherein the primary chamber (4,6) is defined by the fist panel (14) and the air permeable panel 
(54) and the secondary chamber (5) is defined by the second panel (12) and the air permeable panel 
(54); 

wherein the air permeable panel (54) includes a periphery portion and an interior portion; and 
wherein a portion of the interior portion of the air-permeable panel (54) is connected to the first 

panel (14) to thereby form a pair of cells (4 and 6); 

further comprising a first panel (14) adjacent to a vehicle body and a second panel (12) adjacent 

to a vehicle cabin; 

wherein the air permeable panel (54) is connected to the first panel (14) and the second panel 
(12) to thereby form the primary chamber (4,6) and the secondary chamber (5) (See Figure 5). 

In regards to claim 17, Abe et al. shows all of the claimed elements including a head-protecting 
airbag (10B) device comprising: 

an airbag (10B), wherein the airbag (10B) includes a primary chamber (4,6), a secondary 
chamber (5), and an air-permeable panel (54) separating the primary chamber (4,6) and the secondary 
chamber (5); and, 

a gas generating apparatus (60) configured to generate gas to inflate the airbag (10B). 

In regards to claims 18 and 19, as best understood, Abe et al. shows all of the claimed elements 
including an airbag (10B) for a vehicle comprising: 
a cabin side panel (12); 
a body side panel (14); and 

an air permeable panel (54) positioned between the cabin side panel (12) and the body side 
panel (14) to thereby form a primary chamber (4,6) bounded by the body side panel (14) and the air 
permeable panel (54) and a secondary chamber (5) bounded by the cabin side panel (12) and the air 
permeable panel (54); 
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wherein the primary chamber (4,6) includes a pair of cells (4 and 6) separated by a connection 
between the air permeable panel (54) and the body side panel (14). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claim 20 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Barry J. Gooden Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-5135. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Paul 
N. Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



Barry J Gooden Jr. 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 
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